CALL  NO   M-AN   HAPPY

was war, but war without Russia, with an America hobbled by
neutrality, with an England ill-prepared, and against a formidable
German air force. All intelligent Frenchmen were desperate and,
to add a crowning touch to their suffering, they could not say so
publicly.

Although for a number of years I had not been of military age, I
had made application to remain an officer in the reserves. And so,
on the 2nd of September, I presented myself at the Place de Paris
where I was informed that I had been attached, by the Ministry
of War, to a Committee of Information of which Jean Giraudoux
was to be the head and which was to be installed at die Hotel Con-
tinental on the Rue de Rivoli. I went there. Gardes Mobiles were
guarding the doors. The corridors were full of superannuated
colonels, retired ambassadors and professors from the College de
France. The conversation was brilliant, the disorder terrifying. The
unfortunate Giraudoux had found himself suddenly r when war had
already begun, forced to improvise a service of almost infinite com-
plexity which, in Germany, had been functioning for years and for
which his government gave him at first ridiculous appropriations.
It was an impossible undertaking.

As his second in command he had chosen an energetic and
devoted man, Andre Morize, professor at Harvard and a friend of
his. The work that Morize succeeded in accomplishing in that year
of war, the amount of courage and intelligence he expended on a
hopeless task should be counted to his credit on that day when a
liberated France shall take a census of those who were good servants
_u her rime of misfortune. I was in Morize's office at the Prime
Ministry on Sunday, the 3rd of September, at five o'clock when the
ultimatum expired and the war began. When the five strokes rang
out we clasped each other's hands in silence,

A little later I went into Giraudoux's office and he asked me what
I wanted to do.

'It seems to me/1 said, 'that I might usefully maintain liaison with
England, explain our needs to the English, urge them to increase
their efforts and keep the French informed of this effort/
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